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ABSTRACT

Uzbekistan is one of the important countries in Central Asia and has undergone important political
reforms under the leadership of Shavkat Mirziyoyev, who came to power in 2016. These reforms
include important steps in areas such as democratization, economic development and social change.
Women’s political participation has also been an important part of this process. In this process,
women’s political participation and role is gradually increasing. In this context, Saida Shavkatovna
Mirziyoyeva, daughter of the current President Shavkat Mirziyoyev, appears as an important figure in
the political change and reform process in Uzbekistan. She worked in the field of education and
encouraged women’s participation in social and economic life. She also defended the rights of women
and tried to strengthen their place in society by collaborating with non-governmental organizations. The
projects under her leadership increased the presence of women in the political arena and contributed to
the creation of policies that are more sensitive to the needs of women from different segments of
society. In addition, Saida Shavkatovna Mirziyoyeva has carried out various activities related to politics
in Uzbekistan, including encouraging women’s participation in social and economic life, supporting
education, health and cultural development. In this study, the role of women in the political change and
reform process in Uzbekistan will be analyzed through the example of Saida Shavkatovna Mirziyoyeva.

Keywords: Uzbekistan, Reform, Woman, Saida Shavkatovna Mirziyoyeva

INTRODUCTION

Uzbekistan is one of the important countries in Central Asia and has undergone important political
reforms under the leadership of Shavkat Mirziyoyev, who came to power in 2016. These reforms
include important steps in areas such as democratization, economic development and social change.

Women’s political participation has also been an important part of this process. In this process,
women’s political participation and role is gradually increasing. In this context, Saida Shavkatovna
Mirziyoyeva, daughter of the current President Shavkat Mirziyoyev, appears as an important igiire in
the political change and reform process in Uzbekistan. She worked in the field of education and
encouraged women’s participation in social and economic life. She also defended the rights of women
and tried to strengthen their place in society by collaborating with non-governmental organizations.

The projects under her leadership increased the presence of women in the political arena and contributed
to the creation of policies that are more sensitive to the needs of women from different segments of
society. In addition, Saida Shavkatovna Mirziyoyeva has carried out various activities related to politics
in Uzbekistan, including encouraging women’s participation in social and economic life, supporting
education, health and cultural development.

In this paper, the role of women in the political change and reform process in Uzbekistan will be
analyzed through the example of Saida Shavkatovna Mirziyoyeva.
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A BRIEF INTRODUCTION ABOUT SAIDA SHAVKATOVNA MIRZIYOYEVA

Saida Shavkatovna Mirziyoyeva, born on November 4, 1984, in Kokand, Fergana Region, Uzbek SSR,
has emerged as a prominent figure in Uzbek politics. As the eldest daughter of Shavkat Mirziyoyev, the
President of Uzbekistan, she assumed the pivotal role of the president’s first assistant in August 2023,
consolidating her influence within the presidential administration (Kun.Uz, 2022).

Mirziyoyeva’s career in public service commenced with diverse responsibilities, including leading the
Communications and Information Policy Sector of the Executive Office of the President, serving as
deputy chairperson of the Supervisory Board of the Public Foundation for Support and Development of
National Mass Media of Uzbekistan, and holding the position of deputy director at the Information and
Mass Communications Agency within the Presidential Administration (Eurasianet, 2023).

Being born into a family deeply ingrained in Uzbekistan’s political fabric, Mirziyoyeva’s father has
occupied significant positions, notably as Prime Minister and later as President of Uzbekistan.

Regarding her education, Mirziyoyeva holds a bachelor’s degree in international law from the
University of World Economy and Diplomacy, a master’s degree in law from Tashkent State University
of Law, and a master’s degree in economics from Moscow State University.

Under the mentorship of former presidential press secretary Komil Allamjonov, Mirziyoyeva’s
professional trajectory gained momentum. Collaboratively, they undertook various initiatives aimed at
bolstering Uzbekistan’s global standing and modernizing information services.

Mirziyoyeva’s elevation continued with her appointment as the head of the Communications and
Information Policy Sector within the president’s administration, a move perceived as a response to
public discontent, with her entrusted to enhance the government’s image (Fergana News, 2020).

Following constitutional revisions and her father’s reelection, Mirziyoyeva’s significance surged as she
assumed the role of the president’s assistant in August 2023, cementing her stature as a key political
figure in Uzbekistan (AKIpress, 2023).

While Mirziyoyeva has garnered recognition for her advocacy of progressive media laws, educational
reforms, gender equality, and women’s rights, her rapid ascent has also invited criticism, with some
alleging nepotism. Certain observers draw parallels between her trajectory and that of Gulnara
Karimova, the daughter of Uzbekistan’s inaugural president (Daryo.uz, 2023b).

Mirziyoyeva is wedded to Oybek Tursunov, a notable entrepreneur affiliated with the president’s
administration. Together, they are parents to three children: Miromon, Saodat, and Shavkat, the latter
named in honor of his grandfather, the president (Central Asia News, 2020).

THE ROLE OF WOMEN AND POLITICAL PARTICIPATION IN UZBEKISTAN

Women in Uzbekistan have long played a limited role in the political arena. However, recent reforms
have increased women’s political participation. Women are now more represented in political parties,
government, and civil society organizations. This allows the voices of women from various segments of
society to be heard and enables them to participate in the policymaking process (Ablyakimova, 2022).

EXAMPLE OF SAIDA SHAVKATOVNA MIRZIYOYEVA

Saida Shavkatovna Mirziyoyeva is a significant figure in the political change and reform process in
Uzbekistan. She has worked in the field of education and encouraged women’s participation in social
and economic life. Additionally, Saida Shavkatovna Mirziyoyeva has collaborated with civil society
organizations to advocate for women’s rights and empower them in society. Projects under her
leadership have increased the presence of women in politics and contributed to the creation of more
responsive policies to meet the needs of women from diverse backgrounds.

Saida Shavkatovna Mirziyoyeva has been involved in various activities related to politics in Uzbekistan.
These activities often encompass areas such as promoting women’s participation in social and economic
life, education, health, and cultural development.
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POLITICALLY-RELATED ACTIVITIES OF SAIDA SHAVKATOVNA MIRZIYOYEVA

Saida Shavkatovna Mirziyoyeva has implemented various projects in the field of education and worked
to increase access to educational opportunities. She has contributed to the improvement of the education
system, particularly by focusing on the education of women and young girls (Kun.uz, 2021).

She has also been active in the health sector, working to increase access to health services for women
and children. She has organized awareness campaigns, particularly on maternal and child health
(Daryo.uz, 2023a).

Supporting social assistance and welfare programs, Saida Shavkatovna Mirziyoyeva has coordinated
activities to assist disadvantaged groups and support their social integration.

She has carried out various projects aimed at preserving cultural heritage and promoting cultural
activities. By supporting art, literature, and cultural events, she aims to preserve cultural diversity and
heritage (Daily Sabah, 2022).

Saida Shavkatovna Mirziyoyeva has advocated for women’s rights and organized awareness campaigns
on gender equality. She has encouraged women’s political participation and supported their increased
involvement in leadership roles. She has collaborated with civil society organizations to implement
various projects in social and political fields. Through these collaborations, she has helped amplify the
voices of women and disadvantaged groups (Daryo.uz, 2023b).

These activities are just a few examples of the roles Saida Shavkatovna Mirziyoyeva has taken on in
relation to politics. She has played a significant role in efforts to increase the impact of women in
society during the political change and reform process in Uzbekistan.

PROJECTION ON THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN POLITICS REGARDING SAIDA
SHAVKATOVNA MIRZIYOYEVA

Saida Shavkatovna Mirziyoyeva is recognized as a significant figure in promoting women’s political
participation in Uzbekistan. Her past activities have made important contributions in areas such as
education, health, women’s rights, and cultural development. As a result of these activities, numerous
opportunities may arise for Mirziyoyeva’s political career.

Firstly, Mirziyoyeva’s work on women’s rights and gender equality could propel her onto a platform
where women are represented and their voices are heard. She is likely to stand as a candidate within a
specific political party or independently for political positions. A campaign focused on women’s rights
and gender equality could strengthen her political career and garner support from broader audiences.

Mirziyoyeva’s political career could also progress in areas such as social assistance and welfare
programs. Being a voice for disadvantaged groups and addressing their needs could help her gain
broader support in society. This support could enable her to operate more effectively in the political
arena and perhaps ascend to higher positions.

Furthermore, Mirziyoyeva’s activities in education and health could continue to play a significant role
in her future political career. Her expertise and experience in education and health policies could give
her a considerable advantage and lead to the development of more effective policies in these areas.

In conclusion, based on her work in areas such as women’s rights, social welfare, education, and health,
Saida Shavkatovna Mirziyoyeva’s political career could have a bright future. As Uzbekistan continues
its political change and reform process, Mirziyoyeva’s influence and visibility are likely to increase,
making her an important political figure.
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CONCLUSIONS

The role of women in Uzbekistan’s political change and reform process is strengthening under the
leadership of significant figures like Saida Shavkatovna Mirziyoyeva. Women’s political participation is
crucial in the country’s democratization process, enhancing diversity and inclusivity in society.
However, some challenges and obstacles still exist for women, requiring further efforts to be addressed.
Uzbekistan can contribute to the creation of a fairer and more inclusive society by empowering women
in political, economic, and social spheres.
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